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Sir: 

10 This is a response to the Restriction Requirement (paper number 1 1 ), dated 

December 13, 2000. 

I. Restriction Requirement 

15 The Examiner restricted the application into seven separate inventions: 

I. Claims 1 - 7, 9 - 10, drawn to polynucleotides, vectors, host cells and 
methods of making a polypeptide, classified in class 435, subclass 69.1, 
for example. 

II. Claim 8, drawn to a method of forming a duplex, classified in class 435, 
20 subclass 504, for example. 

III. Claims 11 - 12, 15, drawn to binding compounds, classified in class 530, 
subclass 387.1 , for example. 

IV. Claims 13-14, drawn to methods of using the binding compound, 
classified in class 436, subclass 501 , for example. 
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Claims 16-18, drawn to a polypeptide, classified in class 530, subclass 
350, for example. 

Claims 19-20, drawn to a method of modulating physiology of a cell, 
involving agonist of a primate IL-B50, classified in class 435, subclass 
5 375, for example. 

VI. Claims 19-20, drawn to a method of modulating physiology of a cell, 

involving antagonist of a primate IL-B50, classified in class 435, subclass 
375, for example. 

10 Applicants provisionally elect Group I, Claims 1-7 and 9-10 whose claims are 

drawn to polynucleotides, vectors, host cells and methods of making a polypeptide, as 
discussed in the Office Action. Applicants traverse the Restriction Requirement on the 
grounds that a search for the novelty of the polynucleotides encoding an IL-B50 
polypeptide, etc. of Group I would yield information regarding the novelty of a method of 

15 forming a duplex using these polynucleotides, the IL-B50 polypeptides, binding 
compounds raised against these polypeptides, and methods of using these binding 
compounds, encompassed by Groups l-V. Therefore examination of Groups l-V together 
would not be a serious burden on the examiner. Therefore, Applicants request the claims 
encompassed by Groups l-V, Claims 1-18 be rejoined and examined together. In 

2 0 particular, Applicants point out that if the polynucleotides of Group I are found allowable, 
then the method of using these polynucleotides as encompassed by Group II, Claim 8, 
should also be allowable. In view of the above, Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration and/or withdrawal of the Restriction Requirement. 

2 5 Applicants will address the issue of inventorship for the elected claims and amend 

inventorship appropriately if the elected restriction is made final. 

Applicants reserve the right to file subsequent applications claiming the non- 
elected subject matter and do not waive any of their rights or abandon any non-elected 

3 0 subject matter. Since Applicants have fully and completely responded to the Restriction 

Requirement and have made the required election, this application is now in order for 
early action. 
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If the Examiner believes that a talepnorie' OBiflfej 
of this case in any way, please call the uSdersigned^ 



nee would aid the prosecution 



espectfully submitted 
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Date: 



g , 2001 



/ Sheela Mohan-Peterson 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 41 ,201 
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